OF THE GAMES

> OPENING CEREMONIES AT THE TOURNAMENT IN BECHOKQ ON THE NORTHWEST TIP OF GREAT SLAVE LAKE.
66 UpHere » JULY/AUGUST 2024 BECHOKQ HOSTS ONE OF THE LARGEST TOURNAMENTS IN THE WORLD EVERY YEAR, WITH A PRIZE POT OF $100,000.



> HAND GAMES ARE ACTUALLY A BIT OF A MIND GAME, AS PICKERS TRY TO GET INTO THE HEADS OF THEIR OPPONENTS.

> THE TU LIDLINI TEAM WITH ROBBY DICK, COWBQY, TAVIS TRAPPER SMITH, AND JOSH BARICHELLO AT THE YUKON
CHAMPIONSHIPS DRUMMING ON THEIR TEAM. (BOTTOM); = AN OFFERING OF TOBACCO IS GIVEN INTO
THE SACRED FIRE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE BECHOKQ TOURNAMENT.



> THE INTENSITY OF A GAME IS ASTONISHING WITH PLAYERS LOSING POUNDS OF WATER THROUGH SWEATING DURING
GAMES. (BOTTOM); = DRUMS MADE FROM UNTANNED ANIMAL HIDE ATTACHED TO A BIRCH FRAME WITH BABICHE.
THE DRUMS ARE HEATED OVER FIRES THROUGHOUT THE DAY TO KEEP THEM TIGHT. IT REQUIRES INCREDIBLE TIMING
AND STAMINA AS PLAYERS SPEND HOURS EVERY DAY BEATING THE RHYTHMIC DRUMS. @



